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INTRODUCTION

The aim of The Lowry was to act as a catalyst for major urban regeneration and to bring international quality arts and entertainment to the region. Successful in both, The Lowry boasts an award-winning programme of events and contributes towards a wide range of economic, cultural and community benefits for the North West.  

Set in a magnificent waterside location at the heart of Manchester’s thrilling new leisure 

Destination, The Quays, The Lowry is an architectural flagship (Building of the Year 2001) with a unique and dynamic identity. Rising from the regenerated docklands, it is a welcoming building, designed to reflect the surrounding landscapes and flourishing waterways, in its glass and metallic surfaces.  A unique centre for creativity, The Lowry brings together a wide variety of performing and visual arts under one roof. 

Winner of Visitor Attraction of the Year in 2001, The Lowry boasts an award winning theatre programme, galleries showing LS Lowry’s work alongside contemporary artists plus gift shops, cafes, bars and a fabulous restaurant with stunning waterside views. With guided tours, daily talks and the Meet Mr Lowry film, visitors can gain a fascinating insight into this remarkable building and the life of Britain’s most popular artist.  As well as work by LS Lowry visitors can enjoy exhibitions from artists, sculptors and photographers from Britain and around the world.  Above all, The Lowry offers an innovative and integrated visual arts programme of diversity and appeal.
The Lowry houses two main theatres for performing arts (1,730 & 466 seats) presenting a full range of drama, opera, ballet, dance, musicals, children’s shows, popular music, jazz, folk and comedy.  Its programme has proved extremely popular with sell-out shows and an outstanding number of nominations for the prestigious Manchester Evening News Theatre Awards, topping any other venue in the region.  Visitors can choose from West End plays and international ballet to live bands and famous comedians in either the intimate Quays Theatre or the dramatic Lyric Theatre.  The theatres have continued to build on the reputation they have already achieved for diversity, quality and internationalism, to become known as one of the world's best venues for live entertainment.

The Lowry seeks to engage everyone in creativity by offering a wide range of accessible, entertaining, educational and inspirational activities to support and interpret both the visual and performing arts programme. The Lowry delivers over 1000 participatory activities every year, ranging from workshops and drop in sessions to summer schools and master classes.  
The addition of The Studio in Autumn ’04, a dedicated home for Community & Education

work, housing a studio theatre, two classrooms and rehearsal spaces, has expanded facilities

to help forge even stronger links with the local community of Salford.

As part of the new plans for community work in the Studio, The Lowry has also embarked on a new and exciting partnership with National Youth Theatre, providing them with a North West base. The Studio is now the home for the region’s only youth theatre with a national in-take. This results in the development and performance of new productions and more opportunities to engage young people in community projects throughout the year.

In 2009 The Lowry became part of the national Centre for Advanced Training (CAT) scheme. This scheme provides access to high quality training and nurturing in dance to young people who have a passion for dance and performing arts. The CAT at The Lowry is open to anyone and welcomes applications from students who may have little or no dance experience alongside more experienced dances.

Together with the CAT scheme, The Lowry is also the North West home of Youth Dance England, recognized in the region as NorthWestDance: The Lowry Youth Dance Partnership.  NorthWestDance is a collective of organisations working in partnership, these are: The Lowry; Youth Dance England; Department for Children Schools and Families Music and Dance Scheme; Cheshire Dance; Cumbria County Council; Dance Initiative Greater Manchester; Lancashire Sport; and Merseyside Dance Initiative. Together we provide and champion high quality dance in all its forms, for all children, young people, and youth dance leaders throughout the region; promoting increased access to opportunities, raising standards and improving progression routes.
The Lowry is a waterfront home for the arts, entertainment and innovation. Free to enter and 

open all day, every day, The Lowry is there to be discovered, explored and enjoyed by 

everyone.  Donations are encouraged to support the Galleries and the care of the LS Lowry 
Collection.
The Lowry arts complex is located just 1.5 miles from Manchester city centre (linked

via the Metrolink tram system), less than a mile from the M602, connecting it with the national 

motorway system and just 20 minutes drive from Manchester Airport. 
For more information about the current theatre and exhibition programme and the wealth of activities taking place at The Lowry, please visit www.thelowry.com or call the Box Office on 0870 787 5793.

FUNDING SOURCES

The Lowry Project

The Lowry, the Plaza, the Footbridge, Digital World Centre, access routes 

& transport infrastructure was complete in 2004 at a cost of £120 million

Total lottery funding received - £80.25M (approx 2/3 of the total cost)

Arts Council of England
Capital funding
£44.5M





Revenue funding
£ 5.5M

Millennium Commission
Capital funding
£19.375M

Heritage Lottery Fund

Capital Funding
10.875M
Funding for the Project was also secured from other sources including:
· European Regional Development Fund



· English Partnerships




  

· Salford City Council





· Trafford Park Development Corporation



· EDS








· Other sources/private sector





· The Founder Partner Sponsor of The Lowry is EDS

· The Digital World Centre is being built as a joint venture between The Lowry Centre Development Company Ltd and Charterhouse Property Group

Operational Costs

The construction of The Lowry was funded from public sources (as above), but the ongoing running of the organisation receives relatively modest funding support.  Although The Lowry is on a sound financial footing, like any arts project, it remains challenging to maintain the breadth and quality in everything that we do, without additional support. Consequently there is a need for The Lowry to fund itself and its growing activities through its earnings, sponsorship and donations.

HISTORY OF SALFORD QUAYS
1894
Queen Victoria opened the docks when the Manchester Ship Canal was at the heartland of North West’s industrial strength, pumping in wealth from trade all over the world.

1896
Trafford Park Industrial Estate opened, which in its heyday employed 75,000 workers, and boosted the export of textiles, machinery and cars.

1905
Queen Alexandra & Edward VII visited Salford Quays, marking the opening of No 9 dock – the area where The Lowry Project is now based.

1970s The advent of containerisation impacted on the Manchester docklands, while industrial decline and changing patterns of trade meant that by the end of the decade the glory days were over.  

1982 The docks closed forever.  Poignantly, the demolition of the No2 grain elevator proved something of an attraction for visitors to the area for a while.  It had resisted several attempts to be blown up and for months leaned precariously, like a concrete Tower of Pisa, reluctant to give up its once-solid position.

1983 Salford City Council, committed to halting the decline, purchased the majority of the site.  Architects Shepheard, Epstein and Hunter were given the job of creating a development plan by the Council.

1985
The architect’s plan was published.  It offered a new future to the area, focusing on three aspects: housing, business and leisure.  A new era had begun for Salford Quays.  

Late 80s The concept of a Salford Centre began to emerge from discussions about development of the quays.  Various people, planners and Salford City Council were involved in providing ideas and exerted influence.  

1990s The transformation has an enormous impact.  A multiplex cinema, watersports centre, restaurants, bars and smart waterside residences were the first elements of regeneration. The Lowry Project was also a catalyst for the Water Quarter Improvement Programme that involved cleaning the headwaters of the Manchester Ship Canal. The basins were stocked with 12,000 coarse fish, attracting anglers and other sporting activities on what were once polluted and rat-infested waterways.  In place of an industrial ghost-land was a smart new development with an extensive network of footpaths encouraging people to enjoy the waterways.  

1996
Lottery funding for The Lowry approved

1997
Ground – breaking ceremony.  Construction of The Lowry began

2000
The Lowry  & the Lowry footbridge opened on April 28th
2001
Commercial retail & leisure development opened in the Autumn 

2002
Imperial War Museum North opened on Trafford Wharfside in July

URBAN REGENERATION

The Lowry – A catalyst for Urban Regeneration

“When the City of Salford unveiled its vision for The Lowry, the aim was to bring international quality arts and entertainment to new, as well as existing, audiences and to act as a catalyst for major urban regeneration around the former Docks” explains Felicity Goodey, former Chairman and now Lifetime President of The Lowry. 

The Lowry Project includes The Digital World Centre, the Plaza, access routes, transport infrastructure and a lifting footbridge across the Manchester Ship Canal.  This links The Lowry to Trafford Wharfside, providing easy access from Manchester United Football Club and the Imperial War Museum North.  

The Lowry has proved itself to be a major catalyst in the economic regeneration of Salford Quays.  It attracted a commercial retail, leisure and residential development to the site adjacent to The Lowry as well as the Imperial War Museum across the water.  The Lowry Project also resulted in a Water Quarter Improvement Programme that involved cleaning the headwaters of the Manchester Ship Canal.  Funded by North West Water (£3.5million) and English Partnerships (0.5million), this has resulted in a vibrant, attractive water corridor linking Salford Quays to Manchester city centre.  As a catalyst for cultural, creative and economic activity, The Lowry Project has secured major benefits for the community and businesses, achieving national and international impact.

The regeneration of Salford Quays is the result of a remarkable partnership between the public and private sectors, which has transformed the former docks. Research indicates that The Lowry and associated projects have led to the creation of 5,700 jobs since 1996, with a further 5,000 jobs coming with developments to 2005.

The Lowry creates a new destination for business and leisure. Future development on Pier 9 is assured with 1.6m sq ft, already having outline planning permission.   

The Rt. Hon. Chris Smith, MP, when he was formerly The Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport stated:  “The Lowry will make a huge contribution to the regeneration of Salford Quays and in doing so, fully recognise the changing needs of the local environment.  It will enhance the lives of local people in so many ways. I wish The Lowry a glorious future.”  

Gerald Kaufman, MP, the chairman of the House of Commons Select Committee on Culture, Media and Sport has described The Lowry as “Salford’s Guggenheim” and like many others was convinced that it will attract millions of tourists in its own right.  

The growing importance of the arts to society was highlighted in a report from the Government’s Policy Action Team* that identified creative activities as key to fostering local communities and aiding regeneration.  Prime Minister Tony Blair supports its recommendations and said “the report shows how the arts can play a part in our strategy to tackle social exclusion”.

Acting as a catalyst for the regeneration of a whole area, The Lowry Project has generated a wide range of far-reaching economic and community benefits to the North West.  Felicity Goodey concludes: “The Lowry is creating something extraordinary which brings a new dimension to the regional capital and new experiences to new audiences.  All this brings real prosperity and creates jobs – most of all it raises people’s aspirations.”

*Source: Arts Business – 2/8/99

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

Architects: Michael Wilford & Partners

“The Lowry is a landmark building and urban focus with a distinct and dynamic identity. Situated in Salford Quays at the western end of Pier 8, The Lowry is bordered by the Manchester Ship Canal and North Bay, facing a triangular public Plaza.

Arranged back to back, the two theatres form the central spine of the building, flanked on either side by galleries.  Exterior wall areas of the theatre auditoria and fly tower are clad with stainless steel panels to reflect the sky during the day and provide a dramatic backdrop for illuminated artworks after dark.  The foyers and promenade facades are glazed to ensure dramatic views into and out of the building.

A generous foyer extends around the lyric theatre to provide clear and convenient access to all activities.  The glazed wall splays out at an angle of 30° and curves around the entrance from one side of the building to the other.  This foyer will be a unique and exciting space, open throughout the day, part of the urban realm as well as entrance to the building. The box office is situated at the public entrance to the foyer. To the left, the hexagonal pavilion signals the entrance to The Studio and to the right, escalators rise to the upper galleries.  

A bar, cafe and restaurant are ranged along the southern side of the building and in fine weather can extend out to quayside terraces overlooking the Manchester Ship Canal. The dress bar situated above the entrance overlooks the Plaza and serves upper levels of the Lyric Theatre.  Cafés and bars are also accommodated in The Quays Theatre foyer and in the main foyer at the base of the tower.  Flexible corporate hospitality facilities are conveniently located to both theatre and gallery spaces.

As the workplace of a wide variety of people dependent on personal interaction, the layout of the building will encourage a sense of artistic community. A large rehearsal studio is situated above The Quays Theatre with dramatic views across the surrounding water.  This spectacular space is also available for private hire and corporate hospitality. 

The Lowry comprises a unique assembly of forms and spaces that expresses the building’s content and significance ranging from cultural symbol and focal element of the city fabric to an intimate place of personal experience. The design is a fusion between the monumental tradition of public buildings and the more informal character of today’s places of culture and entertainment.”

Michael Wilford
December 1998
Maurizio Vogliazzo, in L’ARCA architectural magazine, March 1999 has described The Lowry as “not only startling beautiful, but also highly functional thanks to the way its different parts are knitted together at times with what might even be described as majestic force.”

Editor’s notes:

In 1992 the practice of James Stirling Michael Wilford and Associates Limited was commissioned to produce a Feasibility Study for an Opera House and a Masterplan for the whole site.  The commission as it is now is of much greater dimensions and is known as The Lowry.  It is a performing and visual art centre designed and constructed by the successor practice of Michael Wilford and Partners Limited.  The Lowry is Michael Wilford’s acclaimed Millennium Project.  He has just won the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) Commercial Category Award for the Sto AG, Weizen, Communications Building.  

THE LOWRY – A SUCCESS STORY

REGENERATION:
Since The Lowry’s inception £300 million of public and private sector investment has come into the Quays. In 2006, Salford Quays got yet another boost, with the announcement that MediaCityUK, the BBC’s new northern home would be based on The Quays. This multi-million pound development has the potential to create up to 10,000 jobs and add £170 million a year to the regional economy . 
AWARD-WINNING:
The crowning praise for The Lowry as both a building and an experience came with the Royal Fine Arts Commission Trust’s award of Building of the Year 2001 with its citation of The Lowry “as a joy to see and fun to go into as well as user-friendly, welcoming and bright”. However, this is just one of many awards and accolades for the building, its programme and activities



THEATRES:  
The Lowry’s Theatres programme has proved extremely popular with sell-out shows and an outstanding number of nominations (83) for the prestigious Manchester Evening News Theatre Awards over four years, topping any other venue in the region. The Lowry continues to build on its reputation for presenting diversity, quality and internationalism in its theatres

GALLERIES: 
The Lowry ranked in the Top 10 of the most visited Museums & Galleries with free admission in the UK, according to a report by the English Tourism Council, Sightseeing in the UK 2000, even though it was only open for part of the millennium year (28 April – Dec 2000). Visitor research shows a significant percentage of The Lowry’s day visitors do not consider themselves “museum & gallery goers” suggesting that The Lowry is finding a new constituency for the visual arts. In May 2004, The Lowry received a Museums & Heritage award for ‘Best Temporary exhibition’.

EDUCATION:
The Lowry has wide community appeal and has developed a range of projects & initiatives with local artists and visiting companies.  An extensive programme for schools, colleges and the general visitor has been developed, ranging from participatory workshops and exhibition tasters to talks, theatre visits, puppet shows and special events. With the addition of The Studio, The Lowry is able to significantly expand its offering and forge even stronger links with the local community of Salford.

CONFERENCING:
The Lowry has proved to be a stimulating and favoured location for a wide range of meetings, conferences, seminars and weddings. The building’s stunning architecture has also generated an enormous amount of interest from recording companies & TV companies keen to use the building as a location

HERITAGE:

In 2009, The Lowry received first round funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund to embark on a major new project Unlocking Salford Quays. This creative community-based exploration of the history of this important site will re-discover the disappearing heritage of the area in an accessible, creative and enjoyable way. Working with a broad spectrum of the local community, who will drive the project, The Lowry will explore the people, history and traditional industries of the area extracting and representing the stories and traditions it holds.
SUCCESS IN AWARDS

DESIGN and CONSTRUCTION

Apr 2000
CELEBRATING CONSTRUCTION AWARD

National as well as regional winner of the Celebrating Construction Achievement Award. 

 

Jan 2001
INSTITUTION OF CIVIL ENGINEERS MERIT AWARDS
The Lowry Footbridge highly commended by the Institution of Civil Engineers, North Western Association, in its 2001 Merit Awards.  

Jan 2001
UNITED STATES INSTITUTE FOR THEATRE TECHNOLOGY
The Lowry has received an Honor Award from the United States Institute for Theatre Technology and the 2001 Architecture Awards.

Jun 2001
STRUCTURAL STEEL DESIGN AWARDS 2001

The Lowry was Commended.

Jun 2001
BUILDING OF THE YEAR AWARD

The Lowry was named Building of the Year by the Royal Fine Art Commission Trust. The Lowry won the prize on its architectural merits, but also because of its profound social significance. It was described by Lord St John of Fawsley, chairman of the RFACT as a “joy to see and fun to go into as well as user-friendly, welcoming and bright”.

Sep 2001
REGIONAL WINNER RIBA STIRLING PRIZE

Oct 2001
VICTORIAN CITY DESIGN AWARD 

This Manchester Civic Society award is for a modern development that embodies the 19th century philosophies that shaped Manchester but in a manner contemporary to the new millennium.  

TOURISM

Nov 2000
SILVER UNICORN AWARD – Highly Commended
The British Guild of Travel Writers Highly Commended The Lowry for its Silver Unicorn Award 2000 for the Best Tourism Project in the UK at attracting tourists and benefiting the local community and environment.   


Oct 2001
NWTB - BEST VISITOR ATTRACTION OF THE YEAR - GOLD

The North West Tourist Board awarded The Lowry Visitor Attraction of the Year 2000 

Oct 2001
NWTB – TOURISM & THE ENVIRONMENT AWARD - SILVER

The Lowry was awarded a Silver award for Tourism & the Environment 2000 by the North West Tourist Board in recognition of The Lowry’s work with its immediate community.

Sept 2004       MANCHESTER TOURISM AWARDS 2004 

The Lowry website, www.thelowry.com, received a commendation in the awards which recognise levels of investment in quality and outstanding contributions to tourism.

Feb 2006
MANCHESTER TOURISM AWARDS 2006 
The Lowry was awarded Business Tourism of the Year award 2006 which recognizes  the high level of dedication to business tourism.

THEATRES

Dec 2000
MANCHESTER EVENING NEWS THEATRE AWARDS
The Lowry won the special Manchester Evening News HORNIMAN AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING SERVICES TO THEATRE and converted 4 of its 13 nominations in 7 categories to awards:  BEST DANCE (Adventures in Motion Pictures, The Car Man);  BEST OPERA (Psappha, Mr Emmet Takes a Walk);  BEST ACTRESS IN A VISITING PRODUCTION (Anne-Marie Duff, Shared Experience, A Doll’s House); and BEST VISITING PRODUCTION (Royal National Theatre, The Oresteia).

Dec 2001
MANCHESTER EVENING NEWS THEATRE AWARDS
Of its 14 nominations in 8 categories, The Lowry won 3 awards for:  BEST VISITING PRODUCTION (Pilot Theatre, Lord of the Flies);  BEST DANCE (Birmingham Royal Ballet, The Nutcracker) and BEST COMEDY (Dave Gorman, Are You Dave Gorman?).

Dec 2002
MANCHESTER EVENING NEWS THEATRE AWARDS
Of its 15 nominations in 6 categories, The Lowry won 4 awards for:  BEST VISITING PRODUCTION (Clwyd Theatr Cymru’s To Kill A Mockingbird);  BEST DANCE (Dance Theatre of Harlem’s Triple Bill); BEST VISITING ACTOR (Timothy West in ETT’s, King Lear)) & BEST VISITING ACTRESS (Diana Quick in ETT’s Ghosts)
Dec 2002
CLASSIC FM

The Lowry won a “Red F Award” for its outstanding contribution to building new audiences for classical music and the arts in the North-West.

Dec 2002
CITY LIFE AWARDS  


Peter Kay’s performance at The Lowry was awarded ‘Best Comedy Gig’ of 2002

Dec 2003
MANCHESTER EVENING NEWS THEATRE AWARDS

Of its 19 nominations in 8 categories, The Lowry won 5 awards for: BEST VISITING PRODUCTION (Northern Stage Ensemble’s 1984); BEST DANCE (Paul Taylor Dance Company’s Triple Bill); BEST ACTOR IN A VISITING PRODUCTION (George Costigan and Matthew Kelly in Of Mice and Men); BEST ACTRESS IN A VISITING PRODUCTION (Karen Drury in Brief Encounter); BEST COMEDY (Peter Kay).

Dec 2004
MANCHESTER EVENING NEWS THEATRE AWARDS

Of its 22 nominations in 7 categories, The Lowry won 6 awards for BEST VISITING PRODUCTION (Donmar Warehouse’s Henry IV); BEST DANCE (Play without Words); BEST MUSICAL (Taboo, the Boy George musical); BEST ACTOR IN A VISITING PRODUCTION (Ian McDiarmid, for his role in Henry IV from Donmar Theatre; BEST OPERA (Il Tabarro and The Dwarf from Opera North’s Eight Little Greats Season); & BEST COMEDY (Bill Bailey).

Dec 2005
MANCHESTER EVENING NEWS THEATRE AWARDS

Of its 21 nominations in 9 categories, The Lowry won 3 awards for BEST VISITING PRODUCTION (This Is How It Goes from Donmar Warehouse); BEST ACTOR IN A VISITING PRODUCTION (Ben Chaplin in This Is How It Goes) and BEST PERFORMANCE IN A STUDIO PRODUCTION (Alexander Campbell in Private Peaceful)

Dec 2006
MANCHESTER EVENING NEWS THEATRE AWARDS

Of its 17 nominations in 7 categories, The Lowry won 5 awards for BEST INTERNATIONAL PRODUCTION (Slava's Snowshow), BEST ACTOR IN A VISITING PRODUCTION (Sir Ian McKellen in The Cut), BEST VISITING PRODUCTION (The Cut from Donmar Warehouse), BEST SPECIAL ENTERTAINMENT (Swan Lake On Ice) and BEST DANCE (Edward Scissorhands).
Dec 2007
MANCHESTER EVENING NEWS THEATRE AWARDS
Of its 17 nominations in 7 categories, The Lowry won 1 award for BEST VISITING PRODUCTION (The Seafarer from National Theatre).
Dec 2008
MANCHESTER EVENING NEWS THEATRE AWARDS
Of its 25 nominations in 9 categories, The Lowry won 7 awards for

BEST INTERNATIONAL PRODUCTION (Chinese Acrobatic Swan Lake, from the Guandong Acrobatic Company); BEST VISITING PRODUCTION (Black Watch, from the National Theatre of Scotland); BEST ACTOR IN A VISITING PRODUCTION (Andrew Buchan, in The Man Who Had All The Luck) BEST DANCE (Don Quixote, from Kirov Ballet); BEST ACTRESS IN A VISITING PRODUCTION (Michelle Terry, in The Man Who Had All The Luck); BEST MUSICAL (West Side Story); BEST OPERA (Macbeth, from Opera North)

Dec 2009
MANCHESTER EVENING NEWS THEATRE AWARDS
Of its 18 nominations in 7 categories, The Lowry won 2 awards for BEST VISITING PRODUCTION (The Cripple Of Inishmaan, Druid Theatre Company); BEST ACTOR IN A VISITING PRODUCTION (Aaron Monaghan in The Cripple Of Inishmaan).
OTHER AWARDS

Dec 2000
CITY LIFE AWARDS  

Manchester’s magazine, City Life, gave the accolades of Best New Building and Best New Arrival to The Lowry whilst the artist Liam Spencer, whose sell-out show was part of the opening season of exhibitions at The Lowry Galleries, was runner up to Badly Drawn Boy as Mancunian of the Year!

Jan 2001
HI-LIFE DINERS CLUB AWARD
Steven Saunders at The Lowry was voted ‘Best Newcomer’ in the Restaurant of the Year awards.

Oct 2001
BEST IN-HOUSE PR CAMPAIGN 


The Institute of PR awarded the Royal Mail their NW Cream award for their Cats & Dogs competition in conjunction with The Lowry.  Lorraine Whitehouse, Director of Communications for Royal Mail comments: “We were delighted to win the PR Week award, which wouldn’t have been possible without the partnership and excellent co-operation with The Lowry.  In many ways it was a joint creative effort which generated around 10,000 entries from children across the entire North West.”  

Oct 2002
ROSES DESIGN AWARDS
Designers’ Northcross won a Roses Design Award for their retail design of the shop at The Lowry. The award, sponsored by Pilkington, was for the Best Public Interior

Apr 2003
BIG DIFFERENCE AWARDS
Felicity Goodey, The Lowry’s Chairman was shortlisted for a Lifetime Achievement award for her work in championing the Salford project since its conception

May 2004
MUSEUMS & HERITAGE AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE  

The Lowry was presented with the ‘Best Temporary exhibition’ award for The Impossible View? exhibition and catalogue. This explored L S Lowry’s preoccupation with the panoramic view, placing his work within a broad historical sweep of art from the sixteenth century to the present day.  

Aug 2004
NATIONAL LOTTERY Helping Hands Amazing Space Award (a project which has transformed a publicly accessible place)

The Lowry reached the final shortlist of 3 projects for this award 

Oct 2004         WATERSIDE BUSINESS AWARDS – Best Leisure Attraction 

The Lowry has been presented with a silver award in the Best Leisure Attraction category, which was voted for by the public through waterscape.com throughout summer ’04. 

May 2005
BRAVO! BUSINESSS AND CULTURE AWARD
The Lowry and Barclays Bank plc won the Bravo! Business and Culture award for the Best Community Investment Partnership, for their sponsorship of the venue’s major community production, Love on the Dole.
May 2006
THE ROSES ADVERTISING AWARDS 2006
BJL, The Lowry's creative agency won the Silver award for Best Outdoor Campaign for Rock, The Lowry's exhibition of photography by Jane Bown. BJL also won the Bronze award for Best 6, 4 or Smaller Sheet Poster for the Morrissey poster, relating to the above campaign.
Jan 2007   
THE STAGE’S ONLINE POLL


The Stage magazine’s online poll to find out who provides the best and the worst seating in theatres has found the seats at The Lowry, Salford Quays to be the most comfortable in regional and fringe theatres. In the results published on Thursday 4 January, The Lowry’s seating has been praised as “plush and well padded” taking number one spot with the Millennium Centre, Cardiff the closest runner up.
Mar 2007
HOLLIS SPONSORSHIP AWARD
The Lowry and UMBRO win the Hollis Arts Sponsorship Award of the Year award 2007 for One Love: The Football Art Prize
Apr 2007
BRAVO BUSINESS & CULTURE AWARD
The Lowry and UMBRO win Bravo’s Arts & Business partnership award for Brand Identity for One Love: The Football Art Prize
Nov 2007
CIPR NORTH WEST AWARD
SKV Communications won the Gold award (not for profit sector) for their PR campaign for The Lowry’s exhibition The Myth of the North generating coverage surrounding new research about the north/south divide.

Dec 2007
NATIONAL BUSINESS CALENDAR AWARD
Lowry 2008 30x30 Grid Calendar won the Best Museum or Art Gallery title for 2008 in the retail category.
March 2008
CIPR PRESIDENT’S GRAND PRIX AWARD

SKV PR for The Lowry's Myth of the North won the award for best not-for-profit PR campaign of 2007
Nov 2009 
CIPR NORTH WEST AWARD
Weber Shandwick won the gold medal in the ‘Best Campaign’ category for the ‘Express Yourself’ campaign, which won praise for its highly creative approach.

INTERNATIONAL PRESS QUOTES
Wall Street Journal 

The Lowry Rejuvenates England’s Industrial north With Local Art

The Lowry, which opened April 29, is the first step in a master plan for the regeneration of Salford, one of this country’s poorest cities.  Designed by the distinguished architect Michael Wilford. The partner of James Stirling until the latter’s death, it is also one of the first really spectacular pieces of modern architecture to be built in Britain with the help of the windfall provided by the National Lottery. …… Already other parts of the master plan are falling into place.  Opposite The Lowry a commercial centre is being developed to house shops, restaurants and cinemas.  There will also be offices and the Digital World Centre, devoted to developing e-commerce.  And on a building site across a pretty blue-tinted bridge, the foundations are in place for what promises to be one of the most magnificent buildings in the country, the Imperial War Museum of the North. …. One wonders what Mr. Lowry would have made of it all.  

New York Times 

Manchester Docklands Get Spiffy New Life
….. In postwar Britain, though, the decline was already well established.  Areas like Salford came to represent the mean streets of Greater Manchester from which Salford now seeks to distance itself with The Lowry. …… But that was not such a break with the past as it might seem.  Lowry’s paintings imposed a vision on a grim and gloomy urban sprawl.  Today’s urban planners are trying to do the same. 

Toronto Star 

Canada Could Learn a Thing or Two
SALFORD, England – while Canada is trickling millennium money into works of art, the British are lavishing millions on bricks and mortar.  Nowhere is this more evident than at Salford Quays, the once bustling terminal port of the Manchester Ship Canal, and a hooligan’s stone’s throw away from Old Trafford, home ground of the famous Manchester United soccer club.  Derelict and unloved until recently, Salford Quays is now the site of The Lowry, a stunning, state of the art building ……. It’s early days yet, but The Lowry investment seems as though it will be money well spent.  The works of an under appreciated artist can be reassessed in a center that may well attract visitors from around the world.  And a community will be revitalized in the name of a man who charted its history unflinchingly and gave dignity to its people. 

WHAT PEOPLE HAVE SAID ABOUT THE LOWRY…
· A platform for the arts of the highest international standards and a real focus for the local community  -  Tony Blair

· This is a hugely important building for the North West - Glenda Jackson

· A stunning arts project - Gerry Robinson

· This isn’t a building.  It’s a revolution – Richard Morrison, The Times, November 1999

· It is, without doubt, the sexiest new building in the North – Harpers & Queen magazine, April 2000

· Great imaginativeness and inclusiveness for all – Barbara Goodman MBE

· A fantastic Salford venture - Mike Leigh (Film Director)

· It is no cliché to see Tate Modern, The Lowry and the Baltic as the new cathedrals  – Peter Hewitt (Chief Executive of the Arts Council of England)
· The theatre itself is thrilling – deep purple and vast – it was the most exciting building I had ever been in.  I said I’m standing in the future and it’s very bright – Dillie Keane, Actress

· The Lowry is the most important development in North West theatre in our lifetime -  Alan Hulme, Theatre Editor, Manchester Evening News

· Manchester Docklands Get Spiffy New Life – New York Times

DID YOU KNOW THAT……?

1) The construction of The Lowry required:

· 48,000 tons of concrete 

· 2,466 tons of steel  

· 5,263 square metres of glass 
2) The Lowry is a spectacular new building for the 21st century which has been dubbed by many as “Salford’s Guggenheim”
3) The Lowry is the size of five and a half football pitches
4) The Lowry covers 26,350 square metres
5) The Lyric Theatre features England’s largest stage outside London

6) Visitors to The Lowry are very much in the driving seat as all the seats in the two main theatre spaces – the Lyric and the Quays – have been specially made in Italy by Poltrona Frau – better known as the manufacturers of Ferrari car seats.

7) Entry into The Lowry is FREE. It’s there to be discovered, explored & enjoyed by everyone
8) The Lowry is open all day, every day, from 10am until late
9) The Lowry houses the world’s largest collection of LS Lowry’s work but they’re not all on display at the same time. Changing exhibitions of his work examine all periods of his career and facets of his work, encouraging visitors to take a fresh look at the artist
10) As well as the LS Lowry Collection, The Lowry shows a variety of other contemporary visual art exhibitions of diversity and appeal, placing emphasis on photography and the locality and context of The Lowry

11) Everyone can be creative. The Lowry seeks to engage everyone by offering a wide range of accessible, entertaining, educational and inspirational activities to support and interpret both the visual and performing arts programme. 
12) The Lowry has a shop crammed full of goodies from books, cards, art materials, videos & educational toys to unusual gift ideas as well as many exclusive LS Lowry items including an excellent selection of prints.
13) The Lowry has the largest theatres volunteers scheme in the country with over 300 volunteers. You too can be a VIP (Volunteers Involvement Programme) and help out at The Lowry, enjoying a range of benefits in return.
14) The Lowry is set in a magnificent waterside location at the heart of the redeveloped Salford Quays in Greater Manchester.  More than 12,000 coarse fish have been released into the harbour basins of Salford docks to attract anglers to what used to be rat-infested waterways.
15) The Lowry is a spectacular building animated by exciting theatres and galleries programmes, bringing national and international artists and companies of the highest standard to the region and providing access to a unique blend of excellence and innovation in the arts.
16)  The Lowry has won or been shortlisted for over 30 awards ranging from Building of the Year to the Museums & Heritage award for excellence as well as an impressive showing, every year, at the Manchester Evening News Theatre awards
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Our Mission





We will open the door to enjoyment and enrichment for all by


 presenting excellence in the visual and performing arts:





We will:





Present the very best in the performing and visual arts in a local, regional, national and international sense and with a strong emphasis on education, inclusion and diversity.





Promote L S Lowry as an artist relevant to the 21st century, making The Lowry the destination for enjoyment and study of his art. 


 


Appeal to, and generate visits from, a broad range of attendees, seeking to both serve our local constituency and develop new audiences.





Maintain a sustainable position of financial viability to support the furtherance of the organisation’s artistic objectives. 





Invest in our staff, promote opportunities for development and foster a positive environment of mutual support.





Maintain the award winning building to a standard appropriate to its status as the architectural icon for the region.  





Ensure that the venue remains embedded in our local community and that we continue to play our part as a beacon for Salford and the Region.








