LOWRY SCRATCH NIGHTS X PROJEKT UTOPIA FIRST DRAFTS
Open call for first generation migrant artists to share new work

Taking place Friday 12 March 2027
Apply by Thursday 10 December 2026, 5pm

This edition of Scratch Nights is presented in collaboration with PROJEKT UTOPIA as part of their FIRST DRAFTS programme. <Insert link: https://www.projektutopia.org/>  
 
PROJEKT UTOPIA is a performing arts organisation celebrating the diversity, richness and power of migrant creativity. It works to internationalise the UK theatre industry by supporting migrant artists, amplifying marginalised voices and championing the many international perspectives and creative practices already present within our sector. 
 
Its work challenges narrow narratives of migration and brings the multiplicity of migrant experience to the centre of cultural life - crossing borders, connecting different worlds and opening new ways of imagining the future. 
 
FIRST DRAFTS is PROJEKT UTOPIA’s platform for new and experimental work by migrant and international artists. It gives artists an opportunity to test early ideas in front of an audience, share work while it is still taking shape and invite audiences into the first stages of the creative process. 
 
We are delighted to partner with Projekt Utopia on our next Scratch Night and invite first generation migrant artists based in the North of England to submit a proposal to test a new idea in the Aldridge Studio Theatre on Friday 12 March 2027. 
 
SCRATCH NIGHTS X FIRST DRAFTS: CALL FOR PROPOSALS 
 
Lowry’s Scratch Nights are dedicated to developing brand-new live work. They give artists the chance to put early ideas in front of a supportive audience, discover what connects and explore what the work might become. 
 
These informal evenings offer a supportive space for artists to experiment, take creative risks and share new work while it is still taking shape. 
 
Who can apply? 
 
For this edition, we’re inviting proposals from first-generation migrant artists based in the North of England whose practice includes live art or performance. This might include theatre, dance, movement, circus, physical theatre, interdisciplinary performance or another live form. 
 
We welcome applications from artists at all stages of their careers. You do not need to identify as an emerging artist or have worked with PROJEKT UTOPIA or Lowry before. 
 
Please note that this opportunity is intended for artists whose work has a live or performance-based element. We are looking for proposals focused solely on scriptwriting or music. 
 
What are we looking for? 
 
We will select four proposals, each receiving a performance slot of up to 20 minutes. 
 
Your proposal should be for a brand-new idea or work in progress that has not previously been presented to a public audience. This is an opportunity to experiment, test something on stage and learn from sharing it with an audience - not to present a polished or finished piece. 
 
What do we mean by “first-generation migrant”? 
 
First-generation migrant is used to describe someone who was born outside the UK and has moved to the UK to live. 
 
It does not matter when you moved to the UK or how long you have lived here. You might have arrived as a young child, as an adult or at any point in between. 
 
This could include someone who: 
· was born outside the UK and holds a non-UK passport; 
· is an asylum seeker or refugee living in the UK; 
· is undocumented in the UK; or 
· was born outside the UK and has since acquired British citizenship or a British passport. 
 
These are examples rather than requirements. We recognise that people describe their experiences in different ways and welcome applications from anyone who feels that “first-generation migrant” meaningfully describes them. 
 
Our understanding is informed by the work of Migrants in Theatre. You can read its full guidance here. 
 
SELECTED ARTISTS WILL RECEIVE: 
 
· A fee of £1000 to develop and present your idea  
· Rehearsal space at Lowry where possible 
· Producer support from Lowry’s Artist Development team
· An online mentoring session with Projekt Utopia 
· A set of production images and video archive footage taken by a professional photographer and videographer  
· Anonymous feedback from audiences in response to the questions you want answered about your work 
 
If required, extra financial support will be made available as a contribution towards access costs, including interpretation, language support, help with caring responsibilities and any costs associated with wellbeing and safe working in relation to the activity you wish to undertake.  
 
Please visit our website for the technical specification of Lowry’s Aldridge Studio - thelowry.com/visiting-company-information   
 
SCRATCH NIGHTS GUIDELINES: 
 
The work must be a new idea or piece in development (not having been shown anywhere else), with basic technical requirements. 
 
The work must be suitable for the Aldridge Studio space. Please visit our website for more details on the technical specifications of the Studio.  
 
This opportunity is for artists at any stage of their career. 
 
KEY DATES 
 
· Deadline for submission: Thu 10 December 2026, 5pm 
· All artists will be notified by: Fri 18 December 2026 
· Technical Rehearsals dates: Thursday 11 and Friday 12 March (includes full dress run from 2pm) 2027 
· Scratch Nights date: Friday 12 March 2027, 7pm-9pm Lowry Aldridge Studio 
 
 
 
Lowry is committed to encouraging diversity and intersectionality in the arts and we actively encourage proposals from artists from under-represented communities, including people who experience racism, identify as working class, have disabilities, are from the LGBTQ+ community, care experienced or are discriminated against.  
 
We encourage you to apply for this opportunity no matter what your age, caring responsibilities, disability, gender, gender identity, marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or belief and sexual orientation.  
 
If you have any queries, please contact Grace Ng at artistdevelopment@thelowry.com. We can answer queries about the application process and Scratch Nights programme but cannot read draft applications in advance. 

HOW TO APPLY

To apply and submit your application online click here.

Below please find the Application Form and Equal Opportunities Monitoring in Large Print. This can be used to draft answers to the questions before applying online, or for audio or video applications.





LOWRY'S SCRATCH NIGHTS X PROJEKT UTOPIA’S FIRST DRAFTS
APPLICATION FORM

Taking place Friday 12 March 2027
Apply by Thursday 10 December 2026, 5pm

Section A: Personal Details 
These questions must be answered via the online form. 

Section B: Proposal 
There are seven questions in this section.  
 
You can answer these questions via the online form or answer the questions as a video or audio file (maximum 5 minutes long). Please upload the file(s) to Dropbox, Google Drive or another file sharing platform and then link to the file(s) in the relevant answer boxes below by copying the link to your uploaded video/voice note into the text box. Do not forget to include a password if there is one. 
 
Section C: Equal Opportunities Monitoring Form  
These questions must be answered via the online form. 
 
Access Support 
Please email artistdevelopment@thelowry.com with any queries 

SECTION A: PERSONAL DETAILS

1. Please confirm that you are 18 years old or over?
Please note that this opportunity is only for artists aged 18 	years or over.
Yes
No
2. Email Address
3. Full Name of Lead Artist
4. Pronouns of Lead Artist
5. Full Names & Pronouns of collaborators or company members
If applying as a group, collective or company, please provide 	full names of all artists involved. If applying as an individual, 	please write “N/A”
6. Lead artist’s telephone number
7. Lead artist’s address, including postcode
8. Which area of Greater Manchester are you based in?
Bolton
Bury
Oldham
Rochdale
Stockport
Tameside
Trafford
Wigan
Manchester
Salford
Outside Greater Manchester (please also answer Qu. 9)

9. If outside Greater Manchester, please say where in the North of England
Please write N/A if not applicable.
10. Please let us know if you/your collaborators or company members have any access requirements and what support you/they might need to take part?
11. If your application is selected, please confirm that you are available to take part in the Scratch Night on Friday 12 March 2027, 7pm-9pm at Lowry. Technical rehearsals will take place on Thursday 11 and Friday 12 March 2027. 
Yes
No


SECTION B: PROPOSAL

12. How would you like to submit your application?
I would like to submit my application by filling in this form
I would like to send a video or voice application 
(Please link to one recording of no more than five minutes that answers all the proposal questions below. Copy the link to your recording into the text box for each question and include a password if one is required to access it.)
13. Please tell us about you and your practice (up to 250 words)
14. Please share up to three links that give us a sense of your previous artistic work. This could include links to your website, examples of work shared on social media, photographs or short videos of previous performances or projects (up to 3 links maximum).
15. Please provide an outline of the idea you would like to develop for Scratch Nights (up to 250 words) A new idea is one that has not previously been presented to a public audience in the UK or received significant development support.
16. What do you hope this opportunity will help you explore or discover about the piece? For example you might want to test particular material, explore a creative question or identify the project’s next steps.
17. How many artists will be involved in the development and presentation of this work?
18. Please outline any technical requirements you might need (as much as you know/think at this point).

We do not facilitate LX Pre-Rigging due to the demands of the programme. The Studio has a fixed rig in situ. This is a 6.5M x 10M Tomcat truss suspended on 6 x 500kg Lodestar hoists over the performance area. We will only be using the fixed lighting rig, speakers & masking, with no allowance for additional suspended items. There is no counterweight, hemp, winch or powered flying for use during shows.

No smoking is allowed on stage. 

PLEASE NOTE THAT PYROTECHNICS ARE NOT PERMITTED TO BE USED IN THE STUDIO.

SECTION C: EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES MONITORING FORM
Please complete an Equal Opportunities form, which we will keep separate from your application.

All data collected will be treated in accordance with the Data Protection Act 2018 (DPA 2018), The General Data Protection Regulation 2016/679 and the Privacy and Electronic Communications Regulations 2003.

The questions in this section are required because Lowry takes its responsibility to widening its reach and offering artist development opportunities towards inclusion, diversity and representation seriously. Our Artist Development programme is supported by a number of public funding bodies including Arts Council England, and we are asked to report back information on the demographics of artists we engage through our activities. Please choose the "prefer not to say" option for each question if you do not consent to sharing information with Lowry.

19. How would you describe your gender?
Male  (including trans male)
Female (including trans female)
Non-binary (including androgyne)
None of the above (option to self define below)
Prefer not to say

20. What is your sexual orientation?
Bisexual/ Pansexual
Gay Man
Gay Woman/Lesbian
Queer
Heterosexual/Straight
Prefer not to say

21. What is your ethnicity?
Asian British
Asian Bangladeshi
Asian Indian
Asian Pakistani
Any other Asian background (please specify below)
Black British
Black African
Black Caribbean
Any other Black background (please specify below)
East Asian British
East Asian Chinese
East Asian Japanese
East Asian Korean
South East Asian
Any other E/SEA background (please specify below)
White & Asian
White & East Asian
White & Black British
White & Black African
White & Black Caribbean
Mixed Heritage (please specify below)
White British
White English
White Scottish
White Welsh
Northern Irish
Irish
Prefer not to say
Other

22. Migration Background
Which of the following best describes your migration background?
I was born in the UK and have no migration background
I migrated to the UK as a child
I migrated to the UK as an adult
I am a refugee
I am seeking asylum
I was born in the UK and have one or more migrant parents
Another migration background: ______
Prefer not to say
23. What is your age?
Under 18
18-24
25-34
35-44
45-54
55-64
65+
Prefer not to say

24. Do you identify as D/deaf or disabled person, neurodivergent or/and mental health experience, or have a long-term health condition?
Yes, limited a lot
Yes, limited a little
Yes, limited but can vary significantly day-to-day
No
Prefer not to say

25. Have you experienced barriers as a result of being working class?
Yes
No
Prefer not to say
Not known

26. If you have experienced barriers that are not reflected in the questions above, please tell us about them here.
Your response will help us improve how we collect this information and make our opportunities more accessible and inclusive.

